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1912 was rather too advanced for the average man. Our
typical leadership -was also a little advanced along the lines
of morality and loftiness of aim for the average man to
follow. Moreover, we inevitably attracted great mTiltitndes
of cranks, who would like us to go into a kind of modified
I. W. "W. movement, to the emotionalists in this state who
represented fundamentally the same type as the English-
men who in multitudes supported the Tichborne claimant
a generation ago. Finally, we have to deal with certain
political habits that have become very deep-rooted in our
people. The average man is a Democrat or a Eepublican
and he is this as a matter of faith, not as a matter of morals.
He no more requires a reason for so being than an adherent
of the blue or green factions of the Byzantine Circus re-
quired a reason. He has grown to accept as co-relative to
this attitude entire willingness to punish his party by voting
for the opposite party. Having done this>, he returns to his
own party.

" After 1896 it did seem as if there would have to be a
realignment of the parties; as a matter of fact the gold-
Democrats speedily returned to the Democratic party and
the silver-Bepublicans to the Republican party, although of
course there were exceptions on each side. Then, there is
the perfectly proper feeling that there is only room for two
parties, the party in power and the opposition. The imme-
diately effective vote is always for one of these two parties.
"We were in the position of the Free Soil party, not of the
early Eepublican party. Finally, in this election the fun-
damental question that interested the average man was the
purely economic question of how he could best shape condi-
tions so that he could earn his own living. The workingman
was not interested in social or industrial justice."

November 7, 1914.

To W. A. White, Emporia, Kansas: "I am in very
grave doubt as to what now should be done. Of course, as
regards myself, as I have said before, the answer is simple.
I shall fight in the ranks as long as I live for the cause